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,  LOMGVIFW  HdliFSTEADS 


ir       One  of  the  best  demonstrations  of  part-time  farming  as  a  suoplement 
to  small  incomes  and  seasonal  jobs  can  be  found  at  Longview,  Washington, 
Here  the  Federal  Government  has  established  a  subsistence  homesteads 
project  for  low-income  industrial  families  "who  are  employed  in  nearby  lum- 
ber mills  and  wood  processing  plants. 

The  purpose  of  Long view  Homesteads  was  to  relieve  the  economic 
instability  and  distress  caused  by  seasonal  employment,  high  living  costs, 
and  a  shortage  of  homes.     Longview  Homesteads  provides  better  living  con- 
ditions for  its  residents,  and  gives  them  a  chance  to  lower  their  living 
costs  by  the  production  of  vegetables,  milk,  and  eggs  for  home  use. 

Located  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Washington,  in 
Cowlitz  County,  the  town  of  Longview  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  the 
Cowlitz  and  Columbia  Rivers  about  50  miles  north  of  Portland.  Several 
railroads  run  through  the  city,  and  it  has  port  facilities  on  the  Columbia 
River.    Longview  has  two  of  the  large'st  lumber  manufacturing  plants  in  the 
world.     It  is  not  only  a  busy  lumber  port  of  more  than  10,000  population, 
but  also  supports  several  other  industries. 

Lonp'view  Homesteads,  located  about  three  miles  from  the  center  of 
the  city,  was  initiated  by  the  Division  -of  Subsistence  Homesteads  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  in  March,  1934  •  The  Division  of  Subsistence 
Homesteads  had  been  set  up  under  the  authority  of  the  National  Industrial 
Recovery  Act  to  plan  and  develop  garden  communities,  to  enable  low-income 
industrial  workers  to  improve  their  living  conditions.  For  this  puroose, 
about  141  acres  were  purchased  at  Longview  for  $28,200,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  houses  was  begun.  All  of  the  land  w  as  cleared  and  the 
soil  tillable  at  the  time  of  purchase. 


Growth  of  the  Community 

Early  construction  work  was  carried  on  by  men  taken  from  relief 
rolls  in  that  district.    Most  of  the  construction,  however,  was  completed 
under  contract  with  private  builders.    In  May,  1935,  a  contract  was 
awarded  for  construction  of  60  houses  of  various  sizes  and  types  for  a 
total  of  §119,24-3.     (This  amount  was  later  increased  by  additional  awards 
for  extras  and  for  other  work  not  incorporated  in  the  original  contract.) 

Management  of  the  project  was  transferred  to  the  Resettlement  Admin- 
istration in  the  spring  of  1935;  and  in  1937,  it  was  taken  over  by  the 
Farm  Security  Administration.    The  houses    wore  completed  by  October,  1935> 
and.  the  families  began  moving  in  immediately. 

Many  more  applications  for  residence  in  Longview  Homesteads  were 
received,  than  the  number  of  units  could  accommodate.    The  residents  were 
carefully  chosen  on  the  basis  of  character,  employment  records,  and 
agricultural  experience.    Due  to  lay-offs  in  their  work,  many  of  the  mill 
and  factory  men  had.  not  been  earning  enough  in  wages  to  support  their 
families.    In  fact,  80  percent  of  the  families  accepted  had  no  net  assets 
or  were  in  debt. 
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Their  annual  salaries  ranged  from  $700  to  $1,200,  the  average  annual 
income  being  $1,059.    Most  of  the  men  were  employed  in  the  forest  products 
industries  in  the  vicinity.    About  three-quarters  of  them  were  skilled  or 
semi-skilled  workers  (mill  workers,  lumber  graders,  auto  mechanics,  paper 
makers,  saw  filers,  plywood  workers,  etc.). 

In  line  with  the  original  plan  of  development,  the  members  of  the 
new  community  organized  a  non-profit  association,  and  bought  the  proper- 
ty and  development  from  the  Government  for  $174, 900.    Lcngview  Homesteads 
was . conveyed  to  the  association  which  is  paying  the  purchase  price  over  a 
period  of  /+0  years,  in  monthly  installments,  combining  interest  at  the 
rate  of  3  percent  and  amortization  at  the  rate  of  1.3  percent  per  annum. 

The  residents,  in  turn,  arc  buying  their  individual  homesteads  from 
the  association  at  a  price  averaging  $2,915,  on  an  average  monthly  pay- 
ment of  $17*55  for  4.0  years.    These  monthly  payments  cover  all  expenses 
of  the  association  which  manages  the  project,  collects  the  housing 
charges,  pay$  the  taxes,  and  makes  payments  on  the  debt  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Government's  total  expense  incurred  in  planning,  constructing, 
g£  and  developing  The  project  represented  only  3.6  percent  of  the  total 

cost  of  homestead  units,  including  land  and  ?encrM  expense.    It  amounted  . 
cm  to  only  11.5  percent  of  the  overall  cost  of  the  project,  including 

os  management  expense^  roads  and  the  water  supply  system.    This  was  mg.de 

«5  possible  by  careful  planning  and  management  and  the  letting  of  contracts 

on  a  fair  and  reasonable  basis. 


New  Homes  and  Opportunity 

Under  the  plan  of  development,  1/+  acres  of  community  land  TEere 
allotted  to  roads  which. connect  the  homesites  with  each  other  and  with 
nearby  highways.    The  rest  of  the  land  was  divided  into  60  homestead 
units,  averaging  about  2.11  rcres  each.    Fruit  trees  and  shrubs  were 
provided  for  all  the  units. 

On  each  individual  plot  a  house  was  built,  with  an  adjoining  cement- 
floored  garage  large  enough  to  provide  storage  space  for  home— grown  food 
supplies.    For  each  unit,  a  combination  cow  shed  and  chicken  house  was 
constructed  on  skids,  so  it  could  be  moved  about.    City  water  was 
supplied  from  a  r?ain  near  the  project,  and  electricity  was  brought  in  by 
a  private  utility.    Individual  septic  tanks  were  provided  for  sewage 
disposal. 

The  new  Longview  houses  today  present  an  attractive  and  colorful 
picture.    Forty  of  the  houses  contain  four  rooms  with  an  ample  attic; 
12  contain  six  rooms  with  two  bedrooms  downstairs  and  sufficient  attic 
space  to  furnish  2  more  bedrooms  upstairs;  and  S  contain  five  rooms 
with  one  bedroom  downstairs  and  attic  space  for  an  additional  bedroom. 
All  houses  are  of  frame  construction  vdth  colored  shingle  roofs  and  are 
built  on  concrete  foundations.    Many  of  them  have  a  roofed-over  porch 
with  a  cement  floor  connecting  the  rouse  vdth  the  garage. 
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Eight  different  architectural  designs  were  used  to  provide  variety* 
All  of  the  houses  are  set  at  different  distances  from  the  street  and 
those  that  are  similar  in  design  are  different  in  color  and  are  not 
placed  side  by  side. 

New  community  buildings  were  not  necessary  at  Long  vie  v;  Homesteads. 
The  city  of  Long view's  cooperative  cannery  is  available  to  homesteaders 
upon  payment  of  a  small  canning  fee.    There  is  a  privately  owned  cold 
storage  plant    within  one  mile  of  the  community  where  many  of  the  home- 
steaders rent  lockers  to  store  their  meat  and  vegetables.  Recreational 
facilities  are  available  in  the  city,  where  a  35-acre  campus  and 
athletic  field,  a  lake  and  a  park  provide  ample  opportunities  for  play. 
In  addition,  the  excellent  $100,000  YMCA  in  Longview  is  used  extensively 
by  the  homesteaders  for  social  functions. 

The  development  is  situated  in  the  Longview  school  district  where 
a  modern  educational  program  is  offered.    An  elementary  school  embracing 
the  first  6  grades  is  located  approximately  one  mile  from  the  project. 
In  addition,  there  are  two  elementary  schools  and  a  hish  school  in  near- 
by Longview  which  the  homestead  children  attend   without  charge.  Books 
and  school  bus  service  are  free. 

Religious  activities  of  the  homesteaders  take  place  in  the  nine 
churches  in  the  City  of  Longview,    Cooperative  bus  service  to  the 
community  is  operated  by  the  churches  without  charge.    Adult  education 
is  offered  by  the  city  school  teachers,  and  modern  library  facilities 
are  made  available-  in  the  city. 

Medical  fa.cilities  in  Longview  include  two  hospitals  and  a  city 
health  office.     The  large  companies  which  employ  most  of  the  men  in  the 
Longview  Homestead  community  provide  medical  treatment  for  the  man  and 
their  families. 


Farming  for  Prosperity 

The  141  acres  of  land  in  the  community  site  form  part  of  a  low 
flood— plain  area  within  a  local  dyking  district  along  the  river  which 
bounds  the  tract.    Adequate  drainage  at  the  project  is  provided  through 
a  series  of  ditches.    No  irrigation  is  necessary  on  this  low— lying  land, 
as  the  sub-soil  water  table  comes  within  a  few  inches  of  the  surface. 
This  condition  has  rna.de  it  Impossible  to  dig  basements  or  underground 
storage  rooms,  but  it  has  proved  advantageous  for  gardens. 

The  land  is  mottled  gray  and  brown  loam  deposited  by  previous 
floods,  and    wa.s  formerly  leased  for  pasturage  by  nearby  dairymen. 
Berries  and  vetch  for  forage  do  well  in  the  area,  and  the  following 
truck  crops  are  grown  with  gre?t  success:    peas,  cauliflower,  pasture 
and  grasses,  beets,  potatoes,  lettuce,  cabbage,  onions,  eggplant, 
cucumbers,  squash,  corn,  peppers  and  pumpkins. 

Most  of  the  men  and  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the  women  in  the 
community  had  experience  in  farming  and  the  preservation  cf  fruits 
and  vegetables  before  moving  to  Longview  Homesteads.     None  of  the 
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families,  however,  had  ever  lived  in  modern  homes  located  on  fertile 
land  where  it  was  possible  for  them  to  raise  a  large  part  of  their 
food. 

Climatic  conditions  and  fertility  of  the  soil  at  Longview  are  such 
that  each  homestead  family  can  raise  at  least  75  percent  of  its  food 
requirements.    Meetings  are  held  at  which  all  problems  relative  to 
gardening,  poultry  raising  and  the  care  of  livestock  are  discussed. 
Whenever  possible,  speakers  are  obtained  who  give  needed  expert  advise. 
The  agricultural  instructor  at  the  Longview  high  school  conducts  a 
series  of  free  lectures  on  agricultural  problems  at  night  for  the  men 
of  the  project,  and  assists  them  in  the  purchase  of  cows  and  chickens. 

Most  of  the  families  have  bought  milk  cows  and  chickens,  and  also 
produce  their  own  beef  and  pork.    Vegetable f"Tand  berries  are  canned  and 
root  vegetables  are  stored  for  winter  use  arid  for  feed  for  the  stock. 

Part-time  gardening  benefits  these  families  in  two  ways.  First, 
the  food  produced  at  home  saves  each  family  a  considerable  amount  of 
cash  on  its  food  budget.    Second,  their  health  is  improved  by  proper 
diet.    More  intangible,  but  just  as  important,  is  the  improvement  in 
morale  that  goes  hand  in  hand  with  a  higher  standard  of  living. 


Business  leaders  in  Longview  have  vigorously  supported  the  project. 
Aside  from  the  better  living  conditions  enjoyed  by  project  residents, 
they  believe  it  lias  added  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  community  and 
enhanced  the  value  of  their  own  homes.     Both  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  sawmill  officials  have  advocated  that  Longview  Homesteads  be 
expanded.    They  have  urged  the  Farm  Security  Administration  to  extend 
the  original  group  of  homesteads  and  gardens  to  200  units. 
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